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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too disereet, 

Jo run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

J only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thicves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directurs.— Pope. . 


——-00000—— 


ACTS OF THE “ COLLECTIVE WISDOM” OF, 
THE “ THUNDERERS.” 
ir r 
Wisdom always slow—Collective Wisdom stdl more 
sluggish— Reasons why it wilh not do any thing but 
talk--No attention to be paid to what it says— How 
to make it du what tt ought.. | Pa A ae 





As wisdom is always slow in its moversents; andi 
“collective wisdom”. a much more sluggish thing than 
any other sort of wisdom, the farmers must not be inany 
hurry for the relief they have been requiring of the Bo- 
roughmongers: Indeed, until words will fill bushels, 
they have no chance of finding any relief; for the borough- 
mongers have nothing but words to give them; and 
those they may have in plenty, while they will PAY Cas- 
tlereagh and-his colleagues, at’ the rate of thousands a 
year for the manufacture. Jf-the farmers will avoid the 
demands of-reform, they may have sweet words also ; 
and ercellent' promises! But  nething further.’ Oh. 
yes. 1 must not. belfe the state conjurors. . One’ shilling 
is to be deducted from the duty’on malt ; which is too Zit- 


Ne to make any perceptible difference in the price of’ beer, 
Vol. VII. Noy 9. ( 3 
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so that no reduction will be made, or called for ; and th. 
principal gainers by the measure will be the great breyp- 
ers. Those who brew their own beer, may make } 
about one eighth cheaper ; and the farmer himself yj 
have the pleasure of being able to drown the remem- 
brance of his cares in a somewhat cheaper beverage. The 
non-collection of the sum of one million and a half, js 
however, the principal benefit of the measure; as it will 
leave that sum circulating among the productive classes 
of society ; instead of transferring it from the pockets of 
the poor, to swell the bursting bags of such money get- 
ting statesmen as Lord Eldon, and many others, who 
might be named. But this will not relieve the agricultu- 
ral distress inany sensible manner :—nor can it be reliey- 
ed by any thing but REFORM! If the people were 
represented, their wishes would be complied with; and 
their declared avish is the removal of taxation! It it 
impudently asserted by the tax eaters, that taxation does 
not cause the distress. In almost the same breath, they 
icll us, there is no distress; and both the assertions are 
equally true :—as they are both evidently false. It 
true that taxation is only the result of a bad system; 
and it is true, that merely to remove the taxation for the 
moment, or to shift it upon other shoulders, would not 
be to rema/y the distress, though it might partially re- 
lieve it. If the fundholders were taxed, they would have 
fess to spend ; except some few enormous holders, upon 
whom a taxation to one half of their property would 
leave them still in the po-session of every luxury. If the 
landholders were visiled with a property tax, the evils 
would be nearly the same; for they would retrench their 
expenscs, and endeavour to raise their rents, to meet the 
imposition. If the taxes were even lessened five millions, 
the operation of the system in other respects would be 
fatal to any beneficial consequences that might be expected 
from the reduction; because the country, already ruined 
by taxation, is less able to furnish twenty millions of re- 
venue at present, than it was to furnish sixty, during the 
period of its fictitious prosperity. Men already ruined, 
cannot be replaced in their former prosperous condition 
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ny removing: the causes of their ruin. The system might 
vase to oppress, but its effects would be found equally 
oppressive. Thus, when a man is knocked down, the 
mere liberty of getting up again, will not restore him the 
strength he possessed before the injury , but permission to 
rise is yet essential to his continuing to march on his way. 
Those who argue that the removal of taxation would be no 
relief; might as well argue, thal a large weight taken off 
the back would be norelief to a heavily laden porter. But 
when we look at ¢he persons who talk in this manner, we 
shall understand them well enough. 7’hey would be ruined, 
by the remission of taxation. If justice were rendered to 
the people, Lord Liverpool might be obliged to have re- 
course to his father’s trade of an attorney, and carry the 
brief-bag after the heels of Nicholas Vansittart: Castle- 
reagh might be obliged to turn pedlar, and hawk wares, 
like his grandfather, through the kingdom. Such meghi 
be the effects of REFORM! And the nation would gain 
much, and lose litile, whatever became of these worthies ; 
but as those persons would Jose a great deal, we must 
expect to find them arguing that taxation is a blessing, 
because it is a blessing to them! The vulture thinks 
lamb-killing an equally pleasant and profitable exer- 
cise. And our statesmen, though content with the wool, 
at present, would rather kill the sheep, than not be able 
to oblain the price of the fleece. 

We pass purposely over Lord Archibald Hamilton’s 
motion for reform of the Scotch burghs. English, 
Seotch, and Irish abuses, will be reformed all together, 
or they will never be reformed. The debate was onl 
remarkable for a declaration on the part of an animal, 
called Lord Binning, that he trusted Parliamentary Re- 
form would be always steadily resisted by the House 
of Commons. And he has good reason for his trust :— 
which is founded on his knowledge that those who profit 
by the spoil of the nation, will spoil the nation as long as 
they can. This dord obliges the public, by taking fifteen 
hundred a year of the public money, for services which 
maby a discarded clerk would gladly undertake, and dis- 
charge quite as well, for fifly pounds a year. Thus 
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a Reform, in tis Lordship's cese, woul save fourtec, 
nundred and fifty pounds a-year—a sum that would 
maintain frcenty-inene faumelies in ordinary necessaries, 
or which would remit ffty-c ight farmers the sum of 
fwenty-five pounds a year in taxation. Butthen Lord 
Binning would Lose fifteen hundred a year? And hag 
he not plenty of reason to oppose a Reform? Do uot 
the farmers uaderstand that those who empty their 
pockets, gain too much by the practice ever to leave off 
of their own accord? {It would be a curious calculation 
to ascerlain how much a reformed Parliament would 
allow our present statesmen, Lord Castlereagh must 
have made a c/ear profit of half-a-million by the system 
which has ruined, or will ruin all the farmers in the king- 
dom. Tad his talents been paid according to their va- 
Jue, he would have been a decent sort of a secondary 
clerk at a hundred, or a hundred and fifty pounds a- 
year! He has now as much as would support some 
FIFTY FAMILIES, for carrying into effect measures 
that ruin class after class, and nation after nation! He, 
190, opposes Reform; and well he may ;—for if a Re- 
form did not make him refund three-fourths of his un- 
merited gain, it would at least prevent him from gaining 
any more. It would be a sad Joss to any country, to be 
PAID any sum for suflering him to manage its affairs. 
What must it be then, to. pay him for his manage: 
meni? 

The Agricultural Committee is revived ;—and, won- 
deriul to say. Gafler Gooch, as Mr. Cobb sett calls him, 

sat the head of it again: and the same assistants have 
heen given him, forthe performance of the same farce. 
But this is of little micaneail, As the eammiltee can dono 

svod, Gafier Gooch 7s as fié a chairman as any other 
person; and Mother Goose would be as fitas ———! 
only that Mother Goose would do xo mischief; and that. 
‘s morethan it is intended shall be said of ———! The 
very appointment of this man is a sufficient indication of 
what is meant. The reports of committees are supposed, 
to be tne work of their chairman: and the man who is 
supposed to know most of the subject, is appointed te 
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the chair, when anything is intended to be done. But 
when nothing is intended to - done, the man who knows 
the least, 1s the fillest person to take the lead. Hence 
Mr. Gooch’s appointment. W e know nothing of him, 
except that he has xo talent { yr the situation he holds ; 
and we are almost tempted to say, that if the farmers 
can elect such representatives, they deserve to be re- 
presented as Gooch represents t them. The last year he 

was bitten by the feoleries of Webb Hall, and went into 
the commiltee bawling for protecting duties, and fresh 
corn bills. In the ‘committee, he Was Bitten by Mr. 
{luskisson, the jacobin of former days; but the staunch 
hound of personal advantage, and no reform in the 
preeent. Mr. Gooch, under the influence of this Treasury 
madness, as he could not draw up any report himself, 
agreed to father a report fabricated for the Treasury pur-- 
poses, by Huskisson. At first, this report was called 
by some simpletons a clever thing; and Mr. Gooch 
chuckled over it as vehemently as if he had hatched a 
hrood of chickens. But since it has been exposed as a 
mass of falsehood, sophistry, and deception, both he and 
Huskisson disclaim dé. Gooch says it was not his. 
Huskisson that he did draw it up; but that it was mi- 
erably mangled (by Gooch, perhaps) that he cannot 
own it —thouzh the whole committee attempted to cm- 
pose it upon the public, as their wranimous act!!! 
This is the advantage of agricultural committees! 
Surely we have had enough of them. 

It is not necessary to notice the nonsensical de- 
bates of arhether there is, or whether there is not, 
4 sinking fund? Weare decidedly of opinion there 7s 
not:—that the whole is a delusion—a trick—a pre- 
fence:—one of the ordinary baits by which gudgeon 
after gudgeon are drawn to the ministerial hook. 
With a large unfunded debt, the particulars of 
which are only known to the minesiry, any de- 
deption may be easily carried on. ‘Those who have any 
doubt, that it isas easy to conceal the true state of the 
Hnances, by four or five millions, as for an ordimary 

Tork to tabsif y his accounts by as many pounds, may be 
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convinced, by referring to the debates of last Friday 
when Co}. Davies challenged the ministry with maki, 
different statements of the same tinancial accounts 
making a variance of nearly ¢wo amidlions!!'! Referrin, 
to Castlereagh’s speech, the Colonel said there was a dif 
ference between his statements, and the accounts anny. 
ally given to the members, of 1,981,0001.!!! — There yas 
not one of the items of expenditare for the year }82% 
that agreed with that of the financial accounts delivered 
last year! ‘In one account the interest of the interes 
‘© on the funded debt, exclusive to the sums issued to the 
‘‘ commissioners for the reduction of the debt, was stated 
“ to be 17,000,0001.:—in the other, it was 17,670,000). 
‘< In the statement, the total expence of the civil list was 
“ stated to be 1,119,000 ; while in the finance accounts 
‘ including the civil government of Scotland, it amounted 
“to 2,266,0001. In the item of the Navy, the total amount 
‘in the statement, was 246,000 dess than in the finance 
‘ accounts.” If such is the mode in which the public 
accounts are publicly made up, what must be the stale 
in which they are managed in private? The Chancello: 
of the Exchequer was in vain called upen for any expla- 
nation. He had none to give; but when the items were 
before the house, all the discrepancies, he said, shoul 
be explained! Mr. Ricardo, who knows something o 
figures, and may be depended upon, like other people, 
where he is neither prejudiced, nor interested, followed 
up this attack, with remarking that ‘ the sum actually 
‘ devoted to the re-payment of Exchequer bills up to 
‘* January 15, 1821, had been only 950,000). while the 
‘ Chancellor had sazd that it would be 1,700,000; 
‘‘ appearing that 700,000]. had been expended in the 
‘“ payment of interest on Exchequer bills.* Nest 
‘“ year the Chancellor had promised the surplus woul 
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~ be four milions; but when it came to be ascertained, 
~ ithad turned out to beonly 2,600,0001. The interest of 
- Exchequer billshad amounted to 1,380,0001. ; and this. 
“with some other matters not very well explained, 
“made a total of 1,700,0001. If the accounts were to 
‘he kept in this way, é¢ was impossible that the mem- 
“ hers of the house could come to any knowledge of the 
“real state of the country. If they were told that 
“1,700,0001. would be available in one year, and in- 
“ stead of that they had only 950,0001.:—if they were 
‘told thal in the subsequent year there would be four 
“ milliona, and it had turned out that there were only 
“two millions; what securéty was there, that the next 
“ vear they might have only two millions,inslead of the 
“ tive millions of which the reght honorable gentleman 
“had boasted?  T'he whole of the surplus, tt was evi- 
“dent, might thus be absorbed in a quarter of which 
“ the house had no knowledge! \t had been said that 
“the expen‘es were to be but eighteen millions, two 
“hundred and ten thousand pounds ; but upon casting 
“up the four ztems of which they were composed, the 
‘amount proved to beeighteen millions five hundred and 
“ fifty thousand pounds.” It sufficiently shews what the 
ministers care for the House of Commons, when they 
dare present it with calculations for which sehool-boys 
would be whipped. ‘They know that they can controul, 
nay command its decio1, or tixey would venture such 
impositions. At present, however, we only quole this 
‘o shew that there is #0 dependance to be placed upon 
any of the financial statements. which are called demon- 
strations of national prosperity, while every class in the 
nation feels that its interests are either és the gulpA, or 
on the rink, of ruin! The sinking find is a mere juggle 
tokeep up the ministerial means of raising money ; andit 
is upheld because it occasions such a complexit of ac- 
“ounts, that a difference of :éddions cannot be effectually 


> , , . 
rege The transfer of the five per cents to a new 
Pad of four per cents. is another erpedient—a mere 
(2) - . ’ . . Re a 
eception, by the alteration of figures, to induce a bclict 


the ae 
nt taets arp abea 


’ . 
enanged, Bul of these maiters. we 








296 THE BLACK DWARE. 


have said enough. Plain wen cannot comprehend then; 
Wise men do not believe them; and able, honest mep 
would not attempt to impose them upon the public as 
advantavzes. 

Myr. Hume has commenced his meritorious labours 
and, although a full-blown ministerial frog has begun to 
play the cruaker in behalf of his fellows, we trust Mr 
fiume will not be intimidated, trom an exposure thi 
makes the ‘* galled jades wince,” though it can yet pro- 
duce no alteration in their bad habits. The value of bj 
labours are proved by the anxiety of the Ministry to get 
rid of them. Weare sorry to see so very few member 
shariug Mr. Hume’s exertions; though the little band of 
determined opponents of the ministerial standing army 
of voters has encreased. The Courier says, the House 
must pué an end to this waste of time. ‘That, however, 
1s oud of us power. It must desten to the truth, whether 
it regards it, or not; and we earnestly hope Mr. Hume 
and his coadjutors will contest every point to the last; 
and not suffer the voting away of a single farthing, while 
they can, by any means, prevent the decision. A pha- 
lanx should be formed of all who think the system ought 
to be arrested, lo stop the business of the House, by 
endless amendments to the resolutions proposed. 3 
thousand divisions, and as many debales, might be 
obtained upon every money vote; and it should be the 
pride, as well as it is the duty, cf every independent 
member, to harrass the Ministry out of their system.— 
A band of twenty, relieving each other, as sentinels in 
less important stations are relieved, might absolutely 
stop Lhe progress of the supplies. The Ministry might 
keep a sufiicient number of their troops constantly on 
duty, to prevent any decision against them ; but still 
they could not prevent the delay of the discussion of re- 
peated amendments. Were we in the House, we would 
never suffer any money vote to be carned, while we had 
strenvth left to frame and move a resolution, We would 
oppose every measure, until we sunk from exhaustion to 
the fluor, rather than suffer the life-bload of the counts 
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fy be drained from it in such unnecessary expenses.— 
Conduct of this kind, resolutely pursued, would produce 
a Reform in one Session; for it would teach the Minis- 
iry they could not move without it. The public mind is 
now favorable for such a trial; and the representatives 
of the public will betray their duty, if they neglect to 
out it in practice. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 


anise —————- -_—_—— ——_-— 





_—_————— ee 


LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





‘Pyom the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol to the 
bellow Bonze at Japan. 


_— 


portrait or A‘** THING”, Nor HITHERTO KNOWN 
TO NATURAL HISTORY. 


Laughter « dangerous disease—The Black Dwarf vin- 
dicates Ais loyaliy—Pitieth a King— Would not 
change prisons, or keepers, with George the Fourth 
—Has more hopes than a Aing—Specimens of stu- 
pidity— Ffints to the Farmers to mind their pockets. 


me ee 


[ am sorely afraid, my respected friend, that after all 
my troubles, and all the threatened evils which the “‘ fun- 
damental” “* thunderer” Castlereagh and his coadjutors 
lave denounced against wie, that I shall absolutely de an 
afit of laughter! 1 fear there is no help for it; and 
however deplorably deficient in point of grace, or deco- 
rum, such a termination of existence would be, my risi- 
ble prover sities are so strongly appealed to, that nature 
will have her way; and 1 must run the hazard of 
‘eaving the stage in a burst of merriment! What new 
jack-pudding in politics, {hou wilt ask,can thus divert me? 
A rare one, | promise thee. The fool that Jaques met in 
the forest was nothing to him. Nor kas Launcelot Gobbo 
40y pretensions to rival him. Malvolio is a Socrates te 
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this fellow; and Dogberry might be a Nestor to him. 
But | injure any shadow of humanity by comp: AvING this 
fellow with it. Caliban would disown him for a fiftieth 
cousin; anda Pa educated ape, would be insulted 
by any pretended relationship! Not that there is in mere 
brute nature any cause for laughter. But to see such a 
thing stand erect, stare with cogale eyes, wag its tongue, 
as if it could use it to any purpose, cut a poose- quill toa 
point, and pretend to handle a pen, when ‘the goose itself 
has more reason—all this is so ridiculous, so truly ludi- 
crous, that the crying philosopher might expire in hyste- 
cical laughter. The histury of this “thing 1 cannot vive 
thee. It is an absolute nondescript. ‘Bake a man of 

clay, put together «s uncouthly as thou canst imagine 
black its body over with soot, sprinkle the imitation ‘of a 
head with flour, and move its joints by wires, and thou wilt 
have as good aman. Put a pen inits fingers, anda sheet of 
paper betore it; and then imagine it exhibiting a senseless 
scrawl for the perusal of the parties who put it together, 
and baked it into all the importance it can have. T hen 
wilt thou have as good a portrait of the Editor of a pro- 
vincial journal, called the Leeds Independent! | would 
zave put him in the Gailery of Fools ; but he has no pre- 
tensions to that Aonour! Folly is an aberration trom 
‘wisdom ; but this thing has none of the latter quality to 
swerve from. Nature left him destitute of brains ;—she 
did not give him even the power to comprehend that 
there were any such matter in the composition of men. 
Recollection, and reason, and truth, are equally unknown 
to him. He has been cast into the scale of the usurping 
party, as boys make clay soldiers to fill up their ranks: 
and having neither rational, nor acquired powers s of mo- 
tion, whenever he moves, he is sure to throw all his 
neighbours into confusion. Like the men of clay, he can 
only fall down by his own proper exertion; ard his fel- 
lows are obliged to carry him out of the way, lest he 
should throw them all into confusion. A short time 
since this thing, this public journalist, was so ab- 
solutely stupid as to pen down that thy littl 
friend was incarcerated for an attack upon the character 
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of the Monarch! Me, who am so well known to be an 
admirer of royalty! Me, who liave adsmost subscribed 
to the Bishop of London’s opinion, that a King cannot 
be a fool, much lessa knave! Me! accused of libelling 
the Monarch !—and imprisoned for it, too!—without 
having ever been accused of such a matter! Why, whea 
the gentle Shepherd filed his ex-oflicio information 
against me, charging with libellinz, at ‘* one fell sweep,” 
the Houses of Lords and Commons, the Ministers of the 
Crown, and all the dead Aings that had swayed the Bri- 
tish sceptre, even he did not dare to impugn my doyalty 
to the reigning Monarch. And if I were now disposed 
to deny George the Third all the virtues that the flatter- 
ersof George the Fourth claim (o1 him, believe me, Lam 
too wise to meddle with the character of the latter illus- 
trious personaze. Indeed, we too much resemble each 
other, for me to quarrel with him, or to envy him. If 
would rather be in my prison than in Ais. I would ra- 
ther be in the hands of my Aeepers than in Aes. Besices, 
i have some prospect of being free again, which he can 
never be. 1 shall then see and judge with my own eyes, 
which can never be his case. [ shall not be surrounded 
like him, with persons interested to mislead my steps. 
No! no!—Il am not blockhead enough to envy a Avng 
of England! Nor should I ever think of censuring one 
who has not the means of ascertaining the effects of his 
conduct! [tis the Nadéion, and not the Monarch, in such 
circumstances, that I condemn. I have much nobler 
game in view, in rousing the dormant energies of the 
people. I cannot stoop so low, as to inquire into the 
proceedings of an individual, so fettered, and so control- 
led by the venal, and the powerful, who use the autho- 
rity themselves with which they pretend to believe that 
he is clothed. Yet this thing at Leeds published the 
falsehood, that I was incarcerated for libelling the King, 
in the face of the knowledge to the contrary of all who 
Know any thing! But the ¢Aing was not contented with 
this gratuitous falsehood. Ina recent paper he has the 
following paragraph, for which the Bridge Street Gang 
may possibly indiet tim, as tending to dreng ante con- 
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tempt more than ove branch of the legislature! He say; 
~* (ur farmers have not to complain of the tures, a 
much as of fhe men who heave been employed in fann- 
ing the flames of discontent, an! who have designedh 
attributed real effects tO 2en QEIMET CARSES. Th 
Hunts, the Cobbets, and the Woolers, have complete: 
what an vinhecile, though meschievous opposition, had 
besun. It is to the evel suqgestions of such men as 
these, that ae should attribute the continuance of 
our present taration, in the seventh year of peace. 
Such men have excited the pecnle to acts of violence. 
and rendered a large standing army necessary for 
the preservation of that national tranquillity ; and to 
‘their labours is to be traced the alarming encrease of 
“our expenditure.” flere is a thiny for thee! Thou 
knowest that the Ministers have a tiundred times de- 
clared, that the thunderbolts of Pariiament had pul 
down the Radieals, and Radical Reform altogether! 
Thou knowest that the Courier declares that the tide of 
royaLty has flowed again! Thou hast heard how the 
* collective wisdom” of the legislature pased SIx BILLS, 
Which were to bind the Radicals hand and foot! And 
that to these very six BILLs has beenascribed, by the high- 
est authority, the salvation ef the empire! And this 
thing at Leeds contends that all the labours of the collec- 
tive wisdom have been in vain—that THREE INDIVIDU- 
As have rendered all theirlabours ineffectual, while two 
of them are actually in the hands of their enemies! In 
what a respectable light does this thins represent 
Church and State. An army cf seventy thousand 
priests are dispersed throughout the country, at an 
enormous expence ; with every means afforded them, 
of counteracting the “ eid suggestions” of THREE 
MEN; and the seventy thousand priests are Ye- 
presented as foiled, as baffled, as defeated, by THREE 
MEN! The seventy thousand priests are represented 
‘hy this thine, as devouring the substance of the people 
fo no purpose; and as requiring as many bayonets and 
muskets, to assist their pious endeavours to stay the 
offect of the “ eril suggestions!” And even the bayanets 
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and muskets are as wsedess, as the army of priests! A 
pretly Teprese intation, indeed, for a freend of the system 


‘gmake! The W hi i¢ opposition is painted as ¢mbeccle, 
though comnyy sed o ’ the ablest and most wealthy of the 
Aristocracy ! They are represented as having failed to 


accomplish, what three individuals have completed, in 
F position to all the power of the State, all the ¢ thunders 
of Parliament, and all the loyalty of the tar-caters!— 
Then the constitution, which iz the “ envy and admira- 
‘tion of the world,” is represented as being only main- 
tained by a standing army! In what, then, does it 
differ from the despotisms of Algiers, and of Japan !— 
Oh, ye farmers ! hear this oracle in the ass’ skin! You 
are not to complain of the faaes; but of those who tell 
you, ye are robbed by taxation! You are not to repine 
at the pillage of your property; but to kill those who 
tell you to keep your property in your pocket! You 
are not to turn round upon those who have been delud- 
ing you for twenty years, that they might ruin and en- 
slave you at last; but you are to biame those who have 
veen 60 long telling you, that you were on the road to. 
ruin, and warning you to stop in your mad career !— 
You are not to lock at the unmense fortunes which have 
been made out of the public spoil; but you are to cen- 
sure those wie told you, Lhat your spoil was gathered by 
vour deceivers! Such is the language of this thing, at 
Leeds: and is it, then, a wonder that I} should be merry ? 
|! am even disposed todo him a ser vice, by translating 
this gibberish into his mother tongue. Its real import is 
this :— “Farmers, be quiet! ‘Though large fortunes 
“have been made at your expense already, yet there 
“are more of us who want our pockets filling. Do 
“not, therefure, listen to the ‘ evil suggestions’ of those 
nen, who tell you to fake care of your pockets.— 
“tt will be shocking for us, to be disappointed in 
‘our hopes of sharing in your pillige, as well < 
‘our predecessors have dene. Pay the taxes, by alt 
“Means, or we shail probably be ob: iged to work, 
which would be a sad thing, odeidl A us. Indeed. 
Parmers, ned better pay and be quiet, for your 
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“own sakes; for if you do not, it will cost you the 
‘inore, to maintain a slanding army to make you 
* nay; tor pay you shall, by ——!” Well, Farmers, 
are you not convinced? Will you pay, lest you should 
he knocked down? Or will you knock down such scoun. 
drels, and endeavour to keep what is left of your money 
in your own keeping? But the impudence of this thing 
does not stop at the farmers. It ventures to give the lie 
to royalty itself; for in the King’s speech, we find that 
every thing is tranquil, and that a great reduction of 
tie araey has beer effected, with a considerable de- 
rrease, instead of an ‘* alarming encrease” of the 
 erpenditure.” And then the acts of violence to which 
the people have been excited ! Where are the records of 
them? Acts of violence have been committed, even to 
MURDER ; but the acts were committed AGAINST, 
and NOT BY the people. The blood of the people 
has been spilt with as little hesitation, as the pockets 
of the farmers are now emptied! Who can help 
faughing at this fellow? And yet, in truth, he is 
not worth our laughter. With a tweak of the nose, 
am an application of the bireh to his “ fundamental fea- 
“tures,” he should be dismissed to follow the plough ; er 
if he preferred a light and genteel occupation, he might 
commence match-seller, and manufacture his own articles. 
It would be needless to caution any one against such 
things ; for it would be waste of lime to reason with those, 
(if there are any) who could be the dupes of this mise- 
rable stuff. It is only necessary to give the farmers the 
same advice that would be necessary to them in a crowd 
in the metropolis—“ J'ake care of your pockets! Take 
“care of your pockets!” They may rest assured, 
whenever any one begins to talk to them of the advantages 
of fuxration, that the object is to cheat them of their pro- 
perty; and when a threat of a standing army is added, 
that the object is to add forcible plunder to delusion ; and 
perhaps massacre to plunder. 

If | should not absolutely expire with laughter, at the 
miserableantics of such things as this“ independent,” thou 
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pavest shortiy hear frommeagain. Ifsucha merry death 
should be my portion. Fare thee well, 
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p, S. 1 forgot to say that this Leeds thing, propagated 
the scandalous lie which first disgraced the Courier, 
about the Gaeler of Ilchester complaining of Mr. Hunt’s 
behaviour, and requesting that he might be more closely 
confined ;-—but did this prous, moral, religious and, 
gnscientions propagator of falsehood, FORGET to 
printthe CONTRADICTION which was forced upon the 
Courier by the gaoler himself, as wellas by his magnani- 
mous captive? This was the case with most of the loyal 
and religious press, in the country ; among which the 
Yorkshire Gazette, is pre-eminentin this scandalous de- 
lusion, is principally supported by clergymen of the 
Church of England! the Lig found a ready insertion in 
this print, as in many others, but the refutation was 
not suflered to appear! Yet these things talk of honour, 
and honesty! Pshaw! how it smells! 





ne cniniak ee 


REASONS FOR PUTTING MR. HUNT IN SOLI- 
TARY CONFINEMENT. 


«= 





The two county members for IIlchester, Lethbridge 
and Dickenson, are probably the secret authors of the 
unjust treatment of Mr. [lunt;—and the causes of their 
hostility may be sought for in the opposition which Mr. 
Hunt is likely to awaken in the county of Somersetshire, 
igainst the return of such men, at the next election. 
treeholders’ clubs, of various denominations, but unit- 
ing for the same purpose, of emancipating the county 
'rom the grasp of the minions of the Pitt System, have 
been formed at his request, and under his advice. The 
feeling excited in his personal favour, by the services 
which he has rendered the county, and the infamous re- 
_ that he has experienced at the hands of the magis- 
rates, has roused the fears of the present members, and 
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not withoul reason; for we are satisfied if an election 
were to take place in that county in November next, 0, 
the liber an of Mr. Hunt, that he would triumph over 
all the factions, and be placed at the head of the poll, with- 
out any exertions of his own. Fhe blockh reads think to 
destroy his influence, by shutting out his friends :-—by 
the effect will be decidedly the reverse. They will give 
him greater interest with the freeholders, anda stronger 
claim. pon the sympathy of the country at large. i. 
ready the infamous treatment he has received ‘has had 
the efiect of inducing Oliver Hayward, E sq.) a gentle. 
man of large property, to throw up a2 commission whieh 
he has held for twelve years in the Somersetshire Yeo- 
manry; and, in his letter of resignation to the Lod 
Lieutenant, he has not failed to assign his reasons, which 
must have a powerful effect upon his brother freehold- 
ers. Though we sincerely regret the privations to which 
Mr. Hi. is subjected; and though we are not without 
some fears that Worse is intended him, than has yet 
been effected ¢ are not without hope that 
his severe eis oiva will be made the means of effectu- 
ally awakening the county of Somersetshire to a sense of 
its own power to redress many of the grievances under 
which it labours in common with the country at large 
We can hardly hope that Mr. Hunt will be relieved, ot 
his friends be again permitted to see him, as before 
His enemies have screwed up their courage to brave the 
odium of their measures ; and we are aware that he has 
tew friends at court, to interfere in his behalf. 
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THE BLACKNEB, i. XCV. 


'’ My Masters of micrute ! 1 have a crow to pluck with you”— 
Ono Pray. 


580, Whoever has Wandered far and seen much, has learned 
to distrust the promises of books; and (in respect of the most 
splendid efforts of human labor) must have often felt how far 
ihe unworn expectation starts beyond its possible accomplish-~ 
ment. But nature never disappoints. Neither the memory 
nor the imagination of authorship cap go beyond the fact she 
dictates, or the image she presents. If general feelings can be 
measured by individual impressions, Italy, with all her treasures 
of art, and associations of history, has nothing to exhibit, that 
strikes the traveller like the Alps that meet his view on his ascent 
tothe summit of Mount Cenis or of theSimplon. That is a 
woment in which the imagination feels the real poverty of its 
resources, the narrow limits of its range. An aspect of the 
material world then presents itself; which genius, even in its 
highest exaltation, must leave to original creation, as unimitated 
and inimitable. The sensation it produces is too strong for 
pleasure, too intense for enjoyment, There; where all is so 
new, novelty loses its charm ; where all is so safe, conscious se- 
curity isno proof against “horrible imaginings ;” and those 
splendid evidences of the science and industry of man, which 
rise at every step, recede before the terrible possibilities with 
which they mingle, and which may render the utmost precaution 
of talent and philanthropy unavailable. It is in vain that the bar- 
ner rises and the arch springs, that the gulf is platformed and 
the precipices creened---still the eye closes and the breath is sus- 
pended ; while danger, painted in the uumastered savagery of 
remote scenes, creates an ideal and proximate peril. Here 
experience teaches the falsity of the trite maxim, that the 
mind becomes elevated by the contemplation of nature in the 
tuindst of her grandest works, and engenders thoughts ‘ that 
“wander through eternity.’ The mind in such scenes is not 
raised. [tis stricken back upon its own insignificance. Masses, 
ike these sublime deformities, starting out of the ordinary pro- 
portions of nature, in their contemplation reduce man to what 
he is---anatom. In such regiong, nothing is in conformity with 

Vou. VIII. No. 9. 








806 THE BLACK DWARP. 


him, all is at tariance with his end and being, all is commemo. 
rative of those elemeutary convulsions, which sweep away what- 
ever lives and breathes, in the general wrech of inanimate mat- 
ter. Engines and agents of the destructive elements that rage 
around them, these are regions fitted only to raise the storm 
and to launch the avalanche, to cherish the whirlwind, and at- 
tract the bolt, until some convulsive throe within their mystic 
womb, awaken fiercer contentions; then they heave and shift 
and burst and burn, again to subside, cool down, and settle 
into awfui stillness and permanent desolation, at once the 
wreck and the monument of changes, which scoff at human re- 
eord, and trace in characters that admit no controversy---the 
fallacy of calculations and the vanity of systems. Well may the 
countless races of successive ages have left the mysteries of the 
Alps unexplored, their snows untracked ; but immortal glory be 
the meed of them,—the brave bold spirits, whose unaccommo- 
dated natures, in these regions, where ‘ cold performs the effect 
* of fire,’ braved dangers in countless forms, to oppose the in- 
vading enemies of their struggling rights; who, climbing 
where the eagle had not soared, nor the chamois dared 
to spring, raised the shout of national independence 
amidst echoes which had never reverberated—save to the 
howl of the wolf or the thunder of the avalanche. Gratitude 
as eternal as the snows of Mount Blanc, to them or him, who 
grappled with obstacles co-eval with creation, levelled the pin- 
nacle and blew up the rock, pierced the granite and spanned 
the torrent,---disputing with nature in all her potency her right 
to separate man from man, and “ made straight in the desert 
“an highway” for progressive civilization! Than such great 
works as this, one only greater remained,---to facilitate the com- 
munion of knowledge, and spread the means of civil liberty 
from pole to pole, by their sole cmnipotent agent---A FREE 
PRESS. He, who did much, did not this; he who levelled 
mountains and tumed aside torrents, and did more than a thou- 
sand ages of feudal patrons could effect; of all his possible 
performances left this “ greater still behind;’ and by that 
one false calculation, made on the model of examples he de- 
rided, and of men he had erushed, he fell himself; and now 
remains “ unrespited, unpitied, unreprieved,” the victim of 


the system he revived, and of thepolicy he cherished.---Lady 
Morgan. Italy. 1821. 
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5st. TO THE LORD GENERAL FAIRFAX. 


Fairfax! whose name in arms through Europe rings, 
Filling each mouth with envy or with praise, 
And all her jealous monarchs with amaze, 
And rumours loud, that daunt remotest kings ! 
Thy firm unshaken virtue ever brings 
Victory home, though new rebellions raise 
Their Hydra-heads, and the false NorTH displays 
Her broken league to imp their serpent wings. 
O, yet a nobler task awaits thy hand, 
(For what can war, but endless war still breed ?) 
Till truth and light from violence be freed, 
And public faith cleared from the shameful braud, 
Of public fraud. In vain doth valour bleed, 


While avarice and rapine share the land. 
John Milton.  Poems,. 1645 


582. Yet though in this instance we may well glory in the 
wisdom of the English law, we shall find it more difficult to jus- 
tify the frequency of capital punishment to be found therein,—- 
inflicted (perhaps inattentively) by a multitude of successive in- 
dependent statutes upon crimes very different in their natures. 
It isa melancholy truth, that among the variety of actions whick 
men are daily liable to commit, no less than a hundred and sixty 
have been declared by act of parliament, to be felonies without 
benefit of clergy; or, in other words, to be worthy of instant 
death! So dreadful a list, instead of diminishing—increases the 
aumber of offenders. The injured, through compassion, wil 
often forbear to prosecute: juries, through compassion, wilf 


Sometimes forget their oaths, and either acquit the guilty, or 


mitigate the offence: and judges, through compassion, will re- 
spite one half of the convicts, and recommend them to the royal 
mercy. Among so many chances of escaping, the needy and 
hardened offender overlooks the multitude that suffer; he boldly 
engages in some desperate attempt, to relieve his wants or sup- 
ply his vices; and, if unexpectedly the hand of justice overtakes 
him, he deems himself peculiarly unfortunate, in falling at last 
a sacrifice to those laws which long impunity has taught him to 


eondemn.—Mr. Justice Blackstone. Commentaries on the 
Laws of England, 1765. 
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5$3. Before thou build a fortress, consider to whatend.  {f 
for resistance against an enemy, it is useless ; a valiant army is a 
living fortress. If for suppressing the subject, it is hurtful; jt 
breeds jealousies, and jealousies beget hatred. If thou hast a 
strong army to maintain it, it adds nothing to thy strength; if 
thy army be weak, it conduces much to thy danger. The surest 
fortress is the hands of thy soldiers, and the safest citadel is the 
heart of thy subjects.--Francis Quarles. Enchiridion, 1646, 


564, The children of the peaceful and benignant Wilkam 
Pran, have not only inherited the fashion of their Patriarch’s 
garments, but his simple manners, his active philanthropy, 
his mild forbearance, his pure and persevering charity, thinking 
no evil and taking no praise. The annals of the human race 
present us with no name more dear~-at once to humanity and 
to liberty—than that of Penn. Ie united every great and every 
gentle virtue, His intrepidity withstood the frowns of power; 
his Christian philosophy was superior to the lures of ambition: 
and while his fortitude resisted persecution, his candour and gen- 
tle benevolence never sentenced the opinions of others. His 
religion was without dogmatisin, his virtue without austerriy. 
He was tolerant among bigots, inflexible before tyrants, patient 
with the factious, humane towards the criminal, fair and just 
with the savage as with the civilized man. Proud indeed may 
the republic be which had such 2 man for its founder, andwhose 
history has so generally done houour to his name: and justly 
venerable, justly entitled to the love and respect of mankind, is 
the fraternity of which that man was a member,--one may 4l- 
most say the founder,~and which has followed up his deeds of 
mercy by others not less beautiful; tempering the rigors of jus- 
tice to the oflender, relieving the sick and the destitute—and 
even the criminal in the prison-house, teaching virtue to the 
profligate, practising humauity to the hard-hearted, cherishing 
the unconscious lunatic —bearing with his impatience—soothing 
his despair, and calming his frenzy. —-Views of Society and 
Manners in America. Ly an Englishwoman ( Miss Frances 
Wright), 1821. 


585. A proper secrecy is the only mystery of able men: mys 


tery is the only secrecy of weak and cunning cnes.— Farl of 
Chesierficld, Letters to his Son. 1777. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
a 


Krom the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 
yellow Bonze, at Japan, 


CIVILIZATION, A FARCE :—NEGLECT OF ITS DUTY BY 
SOCIETY ; PUNISHMENT OF THE IGNORANT, AN IN- 
JUSTICE ; INSTANCES, ILLUSTRATIONS, &c. 


It is all a farce, my friend, to talk of the advan- 
iages of civilization! That there are men who profil 
by it, there is no doubt; but the great majority of the 
world are its dupes, and the objects of its pillage. Mr. 
Justice Bailey is a great gainer by civilization. It fur- 
nishes his tables with delicacies, and accommodates his 
slumbers with beds of down. But at what a price to 
others, ave the blessings which he enjoys. His voice 
scatters sentences of fine, imprisonment, castigation, 
banishment, and death, to the miserable, and to the 
guilty ; and society hires him to punish others for. vices. 
into which its own neglect have plunged them. He 
lives, as well as all his brother-Judges, on the erimes of 
civilization ; which thus becomes a good to them, ata 
price of endless misery to others. A gibbet was said by 
a witty traveller, to remind him that he was in a civi- 
lized country ; and, perhaps, the hangman is as strong 
an evidence of the advantages ef civzlization, as can be 
afforded ; if I except a fat, lazy, ignorant, vicious bonze, 
who is entitled by civilization to eat up every tenth pig 
of his neighbours, instead of being obliged to tend one of 
hisown, JT am one of those who think society has no 
right to execute its vengeance upon those, whom it has 
not instructed in the duties which it requires them to 
perform. And this principle, I will maintain against all 
the Bank Directors, and their agents, in the world ; 
whether such agents be legislators, judges, juries, police 
officers, or trading witnesses. It will follow from this 
Principle, that I detest the execution of boys as a dis- 


grace to the age, and an absolute act of injustice on the 
VoL. VIII. No. 9 
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part of those who lend themselves zn any way to thei: 
execution ; and when [ read that a boy of seventeen 
years of age, has been hanged for passing forged notes 
I cannot help shuddering at the thought of what vould 
be my feelings, had I been any party to such depriva- 
tion of life, for an offence, which would be sufficiently 
atoned for, by bodily chastisement. A few months since 
another boy was hanged for a robbery, who had never 
been taught that it was any crime to steal, and who was 
left to steal in order to obtain food. He had never been 
taught that there was any God ; and his first interview 
with a clergyman, was to prepare him for the gallows, 
I say that boy was the victim of society ; that it had no 
right to destroy a being whom it had neglected to in. 
struct, and provide for ; and that, although no individual 
can be charged with the specific offence, his death was 
an act of murder chargeable upon the whole community, 
The laws of this country do not permit an_ individual to 
take charge of his own property before the age of 2l, 
lest he should dissipate it, ‘in the absence of sufficient 
reason and experience to manage it properly. Yet a boy, 
destitute of information, and unprovided with the means 
of subsistence, is permitted to trifle away his LIFE in 
ignorance of the fearful risk he runs, and is tempted 
into the snare, by the prompting of his wants, and 
the facility with which the fatal offence may be com- 
mitted. Such executions are absolutely horrid; and 
it is astonishing that public feeling, which is so decidedly 
agzainstthem, cannot find its way into the jury-box, and 
prevent the condemnation. -A juryman ought always 
to remnember that HE is responsible for the execution of 
a severe law, when he has the power to disarm it of its 
unjust severity. The common cant that a juryman has 
nothing to do with the law, but to obey it, is false. f 
it were true, a barbarous legislature might enact the 
penalty of death for breaking a window, and call upon 
its citizens to murder each other for such accidents. 
No law is binding upon any juryman, if he cannot re- 
concile it to Ais own conscience. No man who thinks 
the punishment of death too severe for the offence ol 
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uttering furged notes, is justified in lending himself te 
the infliction of death, because the daw requires tt. 
Jurymen should not give effect to such laws. = [tis in 
vain to say the law condemns. It is the breath of the 
jurymen that gives the law its vengeance; and when 
men ought not to suffer, the law that would condemn 
them ought to be disregarded.. The juryman is the re- 
presentative of the society in whose name, and for whose 
protection the laws are enacted. When he finds. them 
inapplicable to their proposed objects, and contrary to 
the justice which they should award to all, it is his duty 
to refuse to enforce them—to direct the judge to present 
them to the legislature, as inadequate, severe, partial, 
or uijust, and require such alterations in them as tho 
nature of the case requires. In many instances the jury- 
men adopt this practice. Verdicts of stealing under the 
value of forty shillings are often given, when the stolen 
articles are worth as many pounds. A hundred instances 
might be given in avhich the jurors are in the eonstant 
habit of disregarding the law, because to regard it 
Would have heen to do injustice! . They consulted the 
prmeiples upon which laws ought to be founded: and 
when they saw that the statule was opposed to the ob- 
ject it was intended to secure, they found that it had 
abrogated itself! and was null, and of no effect, be-. 
cause it was not just. Tt maysuit those despotic realina 
where the will of the prince is the lav of the land, to 
insist upon the obedience of all authorities to the precepts 
of that will;—but where men are free, they ought to 
judge for themselves upon every occasion When they are 
called upon to discharge a public duty, how it can best 
be discharged to the public interest, and the satisfaction 
of their own feelings. Were Ia juryman, no earthly 
power should ever induce me to assent to the punishment 
ofdeath, for any such offence as that of passing forged notes. 
| should feel myself diszracing my nature, by sacrificing 
an Individual for an act, which the courts of law in this 
aac signa a aeritorious act tin a minister of 
* NO sophistry on earth can destroy the proposition 
Pitt as richly and as justly deserved Aanging 
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ier) furgiig the As: meats of France, as any forger of 
tiie notes of the Bank of Enoland; and infinitely more 
than any ordinary wfterer of those notes. Is it not 
monstrous, then, to string up poor ignorant wretches, 
sessions after sessions, for such an offence, while the 
Kank Directors who prosecute to death the little offend. 
ers, praise the forging minister to the skies, as the 
yreatest of all human beings, and the mighty saviour of 
an endangered realm! ds it not most monstrous, that 
judves who countenance the execution of the Little of. 
tenders, should celebrate the birth-day of the mighty 
forger! Ts it not infamous, that poor, miserable, igno- 
rant, and friendless children should be destroyed, for a 
weak and puny imitation of the guilt of that gigantic 
swindler. 

fam much pleased with the just and pointed satire 
contained in the following letter, which it is said, was 
dictated by a young culprit, who was sentenced to trans- 
portation from this country, for an offence, which he had 
been led lo consider was part of the necessary business 
of his life, and in the commission of which his perfection 
was absolutely a virtue. 

‘CSIR, 

‘fam on the point of leaving England for 

Botany Bay, being convicted of picking pockets, [am 

avery young lad; and some people seem sorry for me: 

for my own part, f can never go any where to be worse 

used, any country will be as good for me as this which is 
alled mine. 

“1 was born in Dyot-street. I never remember my 
caother; but my father’s companions sometimes spoke of 
tev ag one who had been transported for passing bad 
uoney ; my father used to look gloomy and sorrowlul 
when her name was mentioned, and never recovered 
without the assistance of a class of liquor: some people 
said she died broken-hearted in goal, bu' I never knew 
the truth of it. In our strect, he who thieved most cle- 
verly Was most admired, and the only disgrace that 
could be incurred was the shame of detection, [some 

Giucs at the end of it, saw people ride past in fine coaches; 
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and these | supposed had robbed still more successfully. 
Tknew nothing, and was taught nothing but to steal, 
and I practiced my art with an industry which I thought 
most laudable. I have heard of God, of hell, and the 
devil; and they once told me, when tlie bell tolled at 
St. Giles’s, that people went there to pray that they 
might go to heaven; but I saw nobody who seemed tv 
believe this, and I thought these words, like many others, 
were only useful to swear by. The only thing I was 
taught to fear was a thief-catcher ; and though I eluded 
his vigilance for some time, he caught me at last. In 
prison the parson told me how I ought to have been 
brought up. He found that I had never been idle, that I 
had laboured in my calling, that Ihad never robbed my 
father or cheated my landlady, and that to the best of 
my power, I had done what I was told to do:—and yet, 
[ was put into a goal, and if] had not been a very little 
boy, the parson said, | should have been hanged. 

“ There are some hundred boys in London, who are all 
living as I lived ;—and when I was tried, a gentleman in 
agreat wig talked very kindly to me, and if I knew 
what his name was I would send this letter to him; he 
said he would have a school in Dyot-street, where boys 
might be told what was right ; I think, Sir, before they are 
caught and hanged, it wauld just be honest to tell them 
they are in danger of it—and to teli them what is law, 
and what is society, and not to let them kear of it for 
the first Lime when they are tried. 

“1am going, they say, among the savages, and I never 
desire to come back, the savages weuld have taken care 
of my education, have taught me to shoot and hunt and 
lish, and would have taught me how to be a great anda 
good man—bul the Christians have not done so; and, if 
it was not that [ am sorry for my companions that Ihave 
left behind, and hope the ventleman in the large wig may 
a this letter, I would not vive myself the trouble of 
axing my fellow prisoner to write it. 

** JACK. WILD.” 


WwW , | 
‘Vhat the constitutional Jude Bailey would say 
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to this reasoning of Jack Wild Pknow not, but | am de- 
eidedly of Jack’s opinion, that he was no loser, but on 
the contrary a great gainer, by being transported from a 
country which had used him so ill [donot dispute the right 
Of tranportation, 1 think ita duty incumbent upon 
society to remove those whom it will not instruct, or 
enable to live, to some other quarter of the globe, where 
there is ampie room for man to move in without coming 
in contact with the interest of his neichbours. Wherever 
the means of subsistence are within the reach of every 
one, there are few crimes, except those of passion and 
frenzy. Itis really a benefit, therefore, to transport men 
from these regions where bad systems of government 
sterilize the earth, to those places where at present there 
is space enough for uncontrolled exertion. Those who 
are transported, are really benefitted by the removal. 
This is no paradise tor tadustrious poverty. Wealth 
is the only deity in fashion ; and in the disrepute in which 
honest labour is held, may be found a great source of the 
crimes which are committed in this country. Wealth is 
the universal passport to respect and celebrity. No 
matter Acw the wealth is acquired—no matter whether it 
is derived from the honest use, or the base prostitution of 
tulent-—no matter whether it gild a knave, or fool, the 
power is absolute and despotic. It levels all distinctions; 
throws rank into the shade as well as talent, and inte- 
grily; and brings a degenerate aristocracy cringing to 
the door of an upstart political adventurer, My Lord 
Castlereagh, who is but three removes from his peddling 
ancestor, can command the bended knees of three parts 
of the nobility of three kingdoms, through one of which 
his great grandfather carried a pedlar’s magazine up- 
on his back. Little rogues cannot expect to thrive in such 
aland. The great one’s sacrifice them to secure the 
success of their more important roguery. The poet says, 
“ One murder makes a villain ;—millions, a hero.” It 
is not less true, that while picking a pocket is a trans- 
portable offence, the pillage of a nation is rewarded with 
stars and garters, wealth, dignity, and impunity. Jack 
Wild yas therefore right in’ his exultation that he was 
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about to leave such a country. Eke could never hope to 
bearogue on so large a scale as to sin with impunity. 
He wanted birth and fortune, as the neeessary passports 
to successful kuavery. He wanted a knowledge of the 
laws, to learn how to sin with safety. He had been 
aducated in a bad school. He had not the advantage of 
a collereeducation, and a rezular initiation into the mys- 
tery of respectable practice in his own way. His ideas 
were foo low! Instead of aiming at the title-deeds ofa 
friends’ eslate, he would have been content with the 
pocket-handkerchief of a stranger. He was silly enough 
to steal from hand to mouth. ‘The impertance of steal- 
ing enough to silence accusation, or to bribe justice from 
her course, never occurred to his simple inexperience. 
The sooner therefore he was removed from a sphere in 
which be could not hope to shine, the better for him: 
aud it was fortunate that passing forged notes had not 
been fashignable in his street ; or he might have been 
vausported to another world, without any knowledge 
that he was doing any more than pursuing his rightful 
vocation in this. Rivers, the boy of seventeen executed in 
the last week, was not so fortunate. I perceive a 
most despicable attempt made to palliate his exe- 
cution, by stating that he was connected with a 
desperate gang of burglars. If this had been the case, 
why not try him for some burglary? (It is an odd 
sort of justice to hang a burglar for uttering forged 
notes! The whole business is worthy of its authors ;— 
and of no other persons. There may be hereafter a 
lreadful reckoning of this waste of life; and then | 
Would prefer having been one of the victims, to being a 
Bank Director, or a Bank Solicitor, or a Judge, or a Ju- 
ryman, that had thus sacrificed, or assisted to sacrifice, 
their fellowecreatures for such an offence. [IL may be 
prejudice—but it is irremovable. I have no fear of pu- 
ushment in an honest cause. I can sleep well enough 
‘N tay dungeon; and would net exchange it for the man- 
‘onof the Lord Chief Justice, on the terms which make 
“at Mansion bis:—but I should never sleep again, if J 
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had been party to any destruction of life, at the jn. 
stance of the Bank Directors. 


Thy friend aud well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARP. 
eet 


The Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to Lord Suf- 
field, sometimes frequenting a place called the Hos- 
pital of Incurables. 


te 


CORRECTION OF HIS LORDSHIP 5 CAUTION, WC. 


My Lozp, 
Your Speech at the Norfolk Agricultural Meeting 
did equal credit to your head, and to your heart. It is 
a great pity you should lose any of the deserved popu- 
larity, vour integrity obtained upon that occasion. I 
must, therefore, caution you against such absurd, un- 
Younded, and calumnious remarks, as the following.— 
The reporters for the daily press have made you state, 
that “* you felt it your duty to express your abhorrence 
“* of all cumultuous mectings, professing to have Reform 
“in view ;” and ‘* that the Reformers could do nothing 
** more injurivus to their cause, than by promoling tw- 
““ multuous mectings!” If you did make use of such 
language, it was unworthy of yoa; for it seems to 
countenance the falsehood, that tumultuous meetings 
had been held by the Reformers! This, you know, 18 
false. You know, that all the meetings convened by the 
Reformers, have been conducted with less clamour, less 
tumult, than the discussion of any party question has 
exhibited in Parliament among the “mob of gentlemen, 
as Lord John Russell calls them ; which you-have lately 
quitted for the Upper House. No meeting ever con- 
vened by the Reformers was ever disgraced, either 65 
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refusing a hearing to an opponent, or by the conduct of 
those who attended them. Tens of thousands have as- 
sembled, and separated, without a tithe of the disturb- 
ances occasioned by the carousals of the election dinners 
of aclose borough. At Glasgow, at Paisley, at Man- 
chester, at Sheffield, at Birmingham, at Stockport, at 
Bolton, Newcastle, and hundreds of other places, meet- 
ings infinitely superior in numbers to any ever convened 
by the regular authorities, have assembled and separated, 
williout one solitary act of personal outrage ; and the 
only clamour ever excited at the assemblies of the Re- 
formers, was When a government spy induced a few 
frantic individuals to leave the scene of the Spa Field’s 
meeting ; and when a drunken mock military force was 
employed to slaughter the Reformers of Manchcster.— 
You state, that the Manchester Massacre made your 
Lordship a Parliamentary Reformer. Be consistent 
then; and do not join the infernal authors of that mas- 
sacre, by joining in the pretended alarm at tumultuous 
meetings. Be assured, that the Reformers are too wise 
to be tumultuous. They can leave tumult to the bear- 
garden of the boroughmongers. Their cause does not 
require, and their wisdom disdains tumult. Were they 
driven to the last extremity, and compelled to rescue 
their rights from the boroughmongers, as their forefa- 
thers wrested the liberty of the people from tyrannic 
Monarchs, they would still know that éwmulé was not 
the weapon they must use. They are read in history 
enough to know, that the Barons at Runymede did not 
head a tumultuous assembly, but a rational host of En- 
glishmen, armed to enforce the observance of law, end 
for the mazntenance of order; not to clamour about 
grievances, but to redress them. It is mean, in any de- 
gree, to join, or to seem to join in the venal accusations of 
the base, the venal, and the servile herd, of the slanderers 
of Reform. If your Lordship had never attended a meeting 
tor Reform, you can have no conception to what extent 
“a mob” of the “ swinish multitude” excel, in discri- 
mination, and attention, the well dressed mobs of publec 
Paupers, and public pillagers, with which your rank 
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compels you tu mingle. Tf you had seen how mildly 

those who have sufloredl the most by the cursed opera- 

tion of the Pilt system, have discussed its diabolical na- 

ture, you would have been astonished, and delighted. 

Your friend Mr. Coke, im point of violence and enthu- 
seasi, if energy and indi, snation are to bear those names, 

surpasses any reformer | have ever heard, in his mode 
of condemning the system, and denouncing its injurious 
effects. Be cautious, then, my Lord. You would not 
lend yourself to any purposed ‘insult. Be careful to a- 
void any unintentional offence. The British Lion may be 
shortly roused from his sleep of acentury, to repeat some 
of his ancient feats of strength. It will then be requisite 
that his friends should be distinctly czderstood and 
clearly known. The Bridge Street Gang may insult 
him with impunity ; because the lion wars not upon 
gnats ; but there are slanderers who may be called to 
an account, and calumniators who may receive their 
reward. I do not rank your Lordship among either. 

In your eagerness to disclaim tumult, you may have un* 
wittingly adopted the style of the betray ers and oppres- 
sors of your country. if you have, you wii be careful 
and offend no more. If you really imagine the reform- 
ers are violent, I will just venture to tell you a secret— 
they are no more violent than your Lordship. You 
yourself haveemployed language quite as violent as any 
of them. You have indeed borrowed from them their 
very language; which, ifjust in your mouth must be just 
in theirs. Advising you to examine the question a little 
more closely, that you may see that any gradual reform 
s utterly impossible ; and reminding you that if any 
benefit is to be derived from reform, that the reform 
must be ¢cmmediately effected. 





I remain &e. 


THE BLACK DWARF 
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PILLAGE OF THE BIRMINGHAM PARO- 
CHIAL FUND 


—-— 


fam vlad to hear that the bill of Spurrier is not paid, 
aid ] presume itis nol likely to be: so that the magis- 
trates and the lawyer may add to it the expences of the 
last meeting, (payment of speakers included) and settle 
itamong themselves. ‘The present constables, very pro- 
perly demanded an indemnification, before they pay the 
price of prosecuting Mr. Edmonds for libel with an ine 
demnification for the daw expences that may ensue, into 
the bargain. This indemnification they are not block- 
heads enough to give, notwithstanding Mr. Richard 
Spooner represented them as such ignorant creatures 
in the nice subtleties of right and wrong. ‘* They are 
“not quite so stupid in the nice subtleties of profit and 
‘“Tovs ” and through they would readily give indem- 
nity for the sum they claim, they will not venture to in- 
demnify for law expences to twice the amount, with a 
certainty of losing all at last. The thing may therefore 
be considered as nearly settled ; but the payers of levies 
must keep a good look out. The following case ofa 
decision of the Court of King’s Bench, in a much less 
atrocious case of unjust charge upon a parochial fund, 
may satisfy the constables, the lawyers, and magistrates, 
that they had better remain quiet, and make the best 
terms they can with one another. By the bye, at the 
Pitt Club Dinner, Isaac Spooner complimented Coun- 
‘ellor Clarke upon his gratuitous services to the cause of 
religion, and Joyalty, in the town of Birmingham. He will 
probably therefore, take his fees out of the bill, the more 
especially as his services were of no avail. Indeed, upon 
that account, Spurrier ought to make Isaac an allowance ; 
for the lawyer ought to have cautioned his client against 
being so ridiculous, as to run his head against a post. 
The lawyer should have told Isaac it was a game he must 
play at his own expence ; and in default of this caution, if 
were Isaac he should deduct at least fifty per cent. 


— ; Se << D®, 
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Then a little snug subscription among those who think 
with Richard that folly should have some allowance made 
it, may set all to rights, except that the parish will gtijj 
have to maintain Mr. Plastans and family ; unless it wil! 
take my advice, and make /saac and Spurrier a pre. 
sent of them asa means of she wing the public that the; 
are not such selfish animals as some folks have ventured 
te represent them 


_—--—. 


Case of the defeat of an attempt to saddle a parish 
with the costs of the folly of its officers. 


The Constable of Quick, in the West Riding of York- 
shire, prosecuted a man of the name of Whitehead, for 
en assault, without giving any notice to the township 
that it was intended to be carried on at the expense of 
the township, nor was if mentioned or approved of al 
any meeting of the inhabitants. The Sessions of Wake- 
field, where the trial took place, were held in January, 
1820, and in the March following the Constable regu- 
larly, and in the way pointed out by the Act, 15th of 
Geo. 3. c. 19. presented his accounts of expenses incur- 
red by him in the discharge of his office of Constable , 
the whole of which were allowed, except the item of L&l. 
for the expenses incurred in the prosecution of White- 
head, the allowance of which was negatived by a large 
majorily of the meeting of the inhabitants, held Tor the 
purpose of investigatiug them, upon the ground that tt 
was not a charge which, by law, the Constable could 
make upon the township. In consequence of this refusal, 
the Constable duly applied to a Justice of the Peace for 
a summons, for the Overseers to shew cause why they 
should not pay this sum; and upon the Overseers appeat- 
ing, the Magistrate made an order, allowing the above 
sum of 181. against which order the Overseers appealed 
Upon hearing the appeal the Sessions confirmed the order. 

The opinion of the Judges upon the order of Session 
were given on the 2nd of Nov. 1821, as follows:— 

Abhot!. The difficulty in this case is to shew that t 
was the business of the township to prosecute the indivi- 
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syal. who in this case commited the offence ; for, unless 
+ be clearly made out that it was the business of the 
township. it is impossible that the sums expended by the 
Constable, in this case, can be said to be a charge, in do- 
no the business of the township, parish or place, so as to 
bring it within the Act of Parliament. Now I am aware 
of no law which says that it is the business of a parish or 
township to enter into such prosecutions; and I am, 
therefore, of opinion, that these expenses ought not to 
lave been allowed by the Sessions. 

Bayley. The Constable in this case, acted perfectly 
right in taking the offender before the magistrate, but he 
should have done no more. He, however, together 
with the Chapel-warden, enters into a recognizance to 
prosecute, having no authority to do so. Now, before 
he did this, he should have considered whether he was 
willing to enter into such recognizance at his own ex- 
pense; and if not he should Lave endeavoured to have 
obtained some authority from the township, in which case 
it would have been diflerent; but not having done so, ! 
think he cannot charge these sums in his account, as mo- 
nies expended on account of the township. Very mis- 
chievous consequences might arise, if the ect of the 
Constable could subject the township to heavy law ex- 
venses, 

Holroyd. Yam of the same opinion. The Constable 
5 entitled to charge in his accounts, the monies expended 
by him in his office on account of the township. In this 
case his duty was completely at an end when he had 
carried the offender before the magistrate ; and to prose- 
cute, and to be bound over by recognizance to do 0, was 
no part of his duty. In this respect, however, he chose 
‘0 submit to the authority of a magistrate, and permitted 
himself to be bound over. But that act is not binding 
“pon the township. 1 am clearly of opinion, that these 
charges do net fall within the Act of Parliament, and 
er the Sessions did wrong in allowing them. 

Jrder of Sessions quashed. 
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TREATMENT OF MR. HUNT. 


We give the following extract trom the last nernbee of My 
Hunt’s life, jast published. 

‘On Saturday, the fourth day of inv being shut up within 
these walls, and all human beings excluded from in e, T was taken 
with a cramp tn my chest and violent spasins of tie heart, | 
sent fora surgeon, who was refused admittance; but, as L faund 
the spasms increase, the uext day I wrote to another surgeon, 
Stating my situation, and requesting him te demand admittance 
of the keepe r, saving that it was absolutely necessary he should 
sce ime, for without medical assistance my life might be endan- 
geed. Mr. Hardy had no discretion ; his orders were positive; 
and he (the surgeon) was also refused. J continued in this state 
till the 30th, the ninth day of solilary confinement, on whieh das 
the Visiting M: eeeaes aia at the gaoi—W. H. Colston, and 
J.Newman. (Uhad written to the Sheriff to request that I might 
see my visitors in the 9 eper’s house, as that would not be a vio 
lation of any of the rules. He wrote me a civil answer, saying, 
‘that he could see no objection to granting so moderate a re- 
quest, but he had no power, the orders being aigzued hy the 
Judges of Assize, all the power was vested in the Visiting Magis: 
trates.) Asgsoon as these worthies arrived, looking Colston in the 
face, | coolly said, + S0, Doctor, you are come to enjoy your tr 
inp h over a prisoner in: your custody.’ The creature began pa- 
lavering, vowing and protesting that he had no haad whatever 
ii oimaking the rules, and he could assure me that he was no 
enemy of mine, * Come, conic,’ said 1, * have you seen the lette: 
{ received from the Sheriff? Yes, they had. ¢ Are you disposed 
to order that I might see my friends in the keeper's house? They 
really conld not; but the doctor satd, * Pray do, Mr, Hunt, not 
press the matter till next Tuesday, the fifth of F ebruary, there will 
then bea meeting of the Sheriff al the Magistrates, and your case 
shall be taken into conside ‘ration; if isonly a week.’ *T have been 
niae days i solitary confinement, and you tell me to wait another 
weck and then you. wil! consider of my case: bul! have been 
and am very ill, will you give an order for the admission of a 
surgeon?’ Oh, no, it wasimpossible!’ Judge Best had signed the 
orders, and they, good souls, had no power to alter thei. 
Fivery thing was, I found, to be laid upon the shoulders of the 
poor hobbling cripple, Best. ‘ Do wait till Tuesday, it 1s only 
a week: good day, Mr. Hunts good day, Gentlemen; and off 
they marched, chuckling at what they, no dow Ht, thought a 
great victory, But as they were coi ng I said, m as snecring 
and sarcastic a manner as I could, - Pvery dog has his das, aud 
fhisis your day, Doctor ; make the t.osi of it. Your victory is 
not half conipicte, you cannot hend your victin Good var, Sirs 
coud dav, Gentlemen.’ What think you of this, my friends 
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for a prison scene Wyo duugeon ? Wen, He Creeps Obs 
even ina solitary dungeon the week passed, curing which tune 
i had occasionally sulfered most severely with the cramp and 
wasms, but I was determined | would have nothing to do with the 
Gao! Doctor. 1 forgot to say that I had sent for my attorney, 
Mr, Pankerd, of Langport. L mentioned to Mr. Hardy that | 
washed to see my attorney, to make an atiidavit to go before the 
Court, © O,’ said he, * Ldont know that I dare refuse an atter- 
ney and upon this] wrote to him, saying, that I had no doubt hut 
he would be adinitted. He came the day the wortliy Visiting Ma- 
ietrates were here, and applied to him for admission to sce ine ; 
hut they, without the slightest ceremony, refused to admit him, 
Tuesday, the Sth, arrives; he was desired to come that day, but 
hb» was too il to leave his home. [f was also very ill, obliged to 
keep my bed, and 1 believe that Mr. Hardy was alarmed, and urged 
to the assembled quorum that it was absolutely necessary that I 
should have medical assistance; but this had but little weight, I 
suspect, till the arrival of a deputation of some neighbouring 
veatlemen and yeomenry of the county, who wailed upon the 
Sheriff, and put into his hands a requisition to call a county inceting 
to petition the House of Commons to institute a strict euquiry | 
ino the eruel and dlegal treatment I experienced. 

* This requisition was signed in two dass by five hundred and 
teu frecholders and yeomen in the immediate vicinity of Uches- 
ler. The Sheriff stared, and riggled, and hum’d, and haw’d, and 
spit, and cough’d, and having consulted the Magistrates, he found 
out at last that he was going ost of office so soon, that he had 
vot time Lo call a county mecting ; but that he would hand it ovez 
ty) the coming in Sheriff, Mr. Vincent Stuckey, of Langport, as 
Mon as he was sworn into office, which would be on the Lith. 
Aller reading this requisition signed by 510 of their neighbours, 
(hey humanely ordered, that Mr. Shorland, the surgeon, might be 
peritied, as a great favour, to cume and sce me; this was the P 
Feventh day after | was taken itl: thus was t locked up in sot:- 

Wy copflacment, suffering with extreme pain and alarming ill- 
\ess, eleven days and eleven nights, debarred bs these most humane, 
amiable, aud christian-like gentlemen Justices of medical advice 
ind assistance ; nothiag but the constitution of a cat, which ts 
‘ad Lo possess nine lives, one would have thought, could have 
Mrvived such horrid treatment; but here Lar, still alive, reserved 
lor more of these Christian tortures. It has given my constitution 
4 dreadfy] shock, and will in all probability shorten my life; at 
‘by rate, one grand purpose is answered; my constitution being 
“paired will render me less capable of future exertions, and less 
Capable of making similar exposures to those 1 have made since 
‘ame into this Bastile. The irons are removed from the prisouers 

“(he gaols in this county now :--thanks to the Ichester Inves4 

it The pious Parson. Judeves may keep mein solitary con: 
“Mat as jong as they please, Gut T have spoilt their sport 


4 
t'7at “ 
sation, 
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‘2 a great measure; for not only the irons are removed from the 
iegs of the prisoners, Hut the large, heavy massy tron chains, whieh 
were attached fo each of the tron bedsteads in this gaol, and to 
whieh ihe poor suffering prisoners used to be chained down, and 
locked onto, every one of these, a caARnT-LOAD, were unrivetted 
and knocked off by order of the Sheriff, on Thursday last, the 
jth of this month. Good God! what delightful sensations were 
produced upon my mind by the hammering off and the rattling of 
these, the last remaining emblems of torture left about this gaul, 
The chinking of gold was never half 30 gratef«l to the ears of a 
riser, as the clanking of these chains and the hammering of 
therm off was to my ears. Af ever man had just reason to be 
proud of his achievements, | have good reason to be proud of 
the result of the Iichester Lnvestigation. Where is the man that 
can say he has accomplished so much for humanity as 1 have ac- 
complished, even when | was in bondage, under lock and key, aod 
.o the power of the inhuman tyrant and oppressor, Let every rea! 
friend of humanity rejoice with mein this victory, What if 
those that I have robbed of their prey, what if they inflict torture 
upon my mind—they may pul me in solitary confinement—they 
ruay deprive me of the society of my family and my dearest friends 
—they may torture and harasa the minds of all those that are con- 
nected with me—they may plunder me of my property, and drive 
me and iy family to all sorts of unnecessary and rainous e- 
pence, but they can never rob me of the solid satisfaction of 
having ac omplished so much in the cause of humanity.” 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





The ** Specimen of the Delusions of the Daily “ Press,” is neces 
sarily postponed for another week. 


Messrs. Edmonds and Maddocks acknowledge the receipt of one 
pound each, through the mediam of the Edytor, fromthe Priends 
to Reform, at Hinckley 


Various Communications have been received, and will be atten 
ed to. 
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